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The AUSA Annual 
Meeting was conduced on 
October 22-24, 2012 at 
the Walter E. Washington 
Convention Center in 
Washington, DC.   The 
Meeting theme this year 
was, "America's Army- 
Service to the Nation, 
Strength for the Future".    

Terry Wiley and Gary 
Dawson attended the 
general sessions, the 
National Guard forum, the 

2012 AUSA Annual Meeting & Exposition 

DE Chapter Membership Meeting  
 The Delaware Chapter conducted its 
semi-annual General Membership 
meeting on Saturday November 3, 
2012 at the Landings Club on Dover 
Air Force Base.  After a light breakfast, 
we began with a welcome by the 
President, an introduction of the 
Executive Council and the Treasurer's 
report.  The President then highlighted 
the Chapter activities since the last 
meeting on April 6, 2012.   
 
These events included an AUSA 
presentation at the U of D ROTC 
Spring Awards Banquet, participation 
in the Delaware National Guard 
Warrant Officer Association Awards 
dinner, co-sponsoring an event on May 
3, 2012 entitled, "Our Community 
Salutes”, which recognized high school 
seniors who chose to join the military 
following graduation, an Army Birthday 
Celebration in June and a special 
presentation to Summit Aviation, a 

corporate member 
luncheon, and an enlisted 
member session with the 
Sergeant Major of the Army. 

 

At the First Region 
meeting the Delaware 
Chapter was recognized 
for support to the 
Recruiting Command, 
communication with our 
State and Federal 
legislators, support to the 
Guard and Reserve, and 
our contributions to the 
Institute for Land Warfare 
(ILW).  Next year’s event 
will be on October 21-23, 
2012.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

     
   

    
   

   
    

    
   

 	  

corporate member, for their financial 
support.  Also, Kat Lehman established and 
maintains a website for our Chapter.  View 
it at www.ausade.org.   
 
We were fortunate to have speakers from 3 
organizations.  COL Bob Hyland briefed us 
on the accomplishments and upcoming 
deployments of the Delaware Army 
National Guard.  State Representative Earl 
Jaques, Chairman of the House Veterans 
Affairs Committee updated us on efforts of 
that Committee to support the military, 
veterans and their families.  LTC (Ret) 
Isabelle Slifer, the Assistant Director, Army 
Reserve Affairs at AUSA National, updated 
us on key legislative issues, and stressed 
the importance of reviewing and voting on 
proposed AUSA resolutions.  She 
challenged us to continue our success with 
membership growth and community 
activities. 
 

 
 
 
 

 

“AUSA - Voice of the 
Army, all ranks… 

advocate for Soldiers 
and their families” 
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‘United Through Reading’      
promotes the read-aloud 
experience for separated  
military families. 

“We owe this museum 
to every veteran who 
has worn the Army 

Uniform” 

GEN George W. Casey 
(USA-Ret) 

Plans for the long overdue 
Army museum are 
progressing very well. The 
official groundbreaking 
ceremony will happen in 
late summer/early fall of 
2013. The opening date is 
set for the Army’s 240th 
birthday, June 14th, 2015.  
 
The museum will be 
located at Ft. Belvoir, VA 
and will be accessible to 
the public without having 
to enter the military 
installation. The museum 
will help tell the Soldiers’ 
story. It will help our   
citizens understand and 
appreciate the legacy of 
the fourteen generations 
of American men and 
women who have served 
in peacetime, in 11 major 
wars, and in 185 

United States Army Museum soon underway 

The Association of the 
United States Army’s 
(AUSA) Family Programs 
Directorate is dedicated to 
providing Army families 
with information and 
resources to help them 
manage the challenges of 
military life. They address 
Army family concerns by 
representing families on a 
number of Department of 
Defense and Department 
of the Army boards, 
councils and working 
groups and through 
AUSA's legislative efforts. 

 AUSA promotes United 
Through Reading (UTR) 
to its members through 

AUSA Family Programs => United Through Reading 
 

campaigns. It will help 
them understand the true 
cost of freedom. 
 
The United States Army is 
the only service without a 
national museum. The 
U.S. Army Historical  
Foundation is responsible 
for raising the money to 
build the museum and the 
campaign is on track. 
Foundation members 
believe that the public is 
supportive of the project 
as a fitting and long 
overdue way to show 
gratitude and appreciation 
for America’s Army and its 
Soldiers. 
 
The Army along with the 
American people will both 
benefit from the museum. 
Every new Soldier will be 

able to see America’s 
Army’s accomplishments 
and what it stood for 
throughout the years. It will 
show how ordinary Soldiers 
have played a key role in 
advancing this nation 
socially, technologically, 
and scientifically. The Army 
museum will expose visitors 
to the Army’s not-so-secret 
weapon, the backbone of 
the Army, the Army’s 
noncommissioned officer 
corps (NCOs). 
 
Our Army veterans need 
this national landmark as a 
place where they and their 
families can remember and 
enjoy the spirit of America’s 
Army. We owe this to every 
veteran who has worn the 
Army uniform. 
 

media and visibility at their 
annual conferences.  
Their mission is to unite 
military families facing 
physical separation by 
facilitating the bonding 
experience of reading 
aloud together.  United 
Through Reading is the 
nation’s first nonprofit to 
promote the read-aloud 
experience for separated 
military families. 

The UTR vision is that all 
children will feel the 
security of caring family 
relationships and develop 
a love of reading through 
the read aloud 
experience. 

United Through Reading 
offers deployed parents 
the opportunity to be 
video-recorded reading 
storybooks to their 
children which eases the 
stress of separation, 
maintains positive 
emotional connections 
and cultivates a love of 
reading.  At nearly 200 
recording locations 
worldwide, military 
members can read to their 
children from units on 
ships, in tents in 
Afghanistan, on bases 
and installations around 
the world.  Recording is 
also available at 70 USO 
centers.   

  



BLUE HEN NEWS – December 2012 

3 
 

 
 => => Reminder....  The Delaware Chapter has its own website and will soon have a Facebook page.  
Many thanks to Kat Lehman, our VP for Communications!  Check out www.ausade.org.   We welcome 
your comments.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 U.S. troops in 
Afghanistan, away from 
their families and 
thousands of miles from 
home, were celebrating 
Christmas in their own way 
Tuesday with carols, 
candles and the company 
of their comrades in arms.  

Soldiers and Airmen from 
the U.S., France, and 
Germany packed a large 
dining hall at the Kabul 
International Airport for a 
traditional Christmas meal. 

U.S. Troops celebrate far from home 
 

The December 10th Army 
Times article discussing 
the results of a budget 
exercise conducted by the 
Center for Strategic and 
Budgetary Assessments 
gives credence to the idea 
that hollowing out the 
nation’s military – again -- 
is an acceptable course of 
action.   
 
This course is misguided 
and dangerous. Strong 
military capability requires 
that leaders maintain a 
careful equilibrium among 
three main pillars of the 
force: personnel, 
equipment and combat 
readiness.  To allow these 
pillars to become out of 
balance will likely yield 
unacceptable 
consequences. 
 

From the AUSA National President, Gordon R. Sullivan (USA-Ret) 
 

“Let us not attempt to 
generate budget 
savings by short-
changing military 
readiness…” 
LTG Charles R. Dyke   
(USA-Ret)  

As the turkey was carved 
and servings were passed, 
they shared thoughts of 
their families.  

“I wish I could be home 
with my family and friends, 
but, I mean, I am totally 
surrounded by nothing but 
awesome people, so I 
have much to be thankful 
for…it is good,” U.S. 
soldier Vanessa Gann 
said.  

In Kabul, soldiers and 

other service members 
with the NATO-led 
International Security 
Assistance Force (ISAF) 
sang carols, traded gifts, 
and lit candles during a 
chaplain service on 
Christmas Eve at the U.S. 
- led coalition base. 

We pray for them and wish 
them well! 

If our units take the field 
without the best training, 
equipment and leadership 
that America can provide, 
our Soldiers - our national 
treasure -- will be at a 
much greater risk. 
 
Similarly, it is imperative 
to preserve a careful 
balance of the natural 
tension between the 
readiness of today’s force 
and the readiness of the 
future force.   
 
As Chairman of the Joint 
Chiefs of Staff General 
Martin Dempsey has often 
said, “ the security 
paradox of this century is 
that an ever greater 
number of people have 
the willingness and 
capability to harm the 

United States in an ever 
greater number of ways.” 
Americans expect that its 
military will be fully ready 
both today and tomorrow.   
 
Most of us can remember 
previous attempts to 
generate budget savings 
on the back of the military.  
The hasty and uneven 
defense cuts of the 1990s 
yielded lower readiness 
levels, a weakened 
procurement program, 
and underpaid Soldiers -- 
all of which directly 
undercut the military’s 
ability to execute its duties 
around the world.  
 
This country can afford to 
maintain a properly 
balanced force both now 
and in the future. 
 

   Freedom is not free.    
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As we reported in previous Newsletters, the Delaware Chapter partnered with 
Wilmington University on May 2, 2012 to conduct a ceremony entitled ‘Our 
Community Salutes” (OCS) to recognize and “thank” high school seniors in New 
Castle County who have chosen to join the military after graduation.  Twenty-two 
‘enlistees’ and their parents attended and each student received letters of 
appreciation from both the State House and Senate Veterans Affairs Committees and 
personal letters from Senator Tom Carper.   

We are planning to conduct our ‘Second Annual’ event at Wilmington University’s 
New Castle campus next year on May 1, 2013, and hope to invite student enlistees 
from all three counties.   View and donate at www.ocsde.org 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

 

“Our Community Salutes” – Delaware in 2013 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 

This is a publication of the Delaware Chapter, Association of the 
United States Army.  Gary W. Dawson (ARNG Ret), President   

Guard7000@aol.com  

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

  


